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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1896. 

The  following  report  was  read 

Gentlemen, — In  accordance  with  the  rule,  I have  to  present  you  with  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanitary  Work  of  this  District  during  the  year  1896. 

The  Report  entails  the  sanitary  work  for  the  entire  year,  and  not  from  March,  when  Dr.  Reilly 
tendered  his  resignation. 

Infectious  Disease. — During  the  past  year  14  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified,  against  29 
cases  in  the  year  1895.  Two  of  these  infectious  diseases  resulted  in  death — one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  the 
other  from  Relapsing  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  infectious  disease  was  much  more  prevalent  last  year  than  any  other  specific 
diseases.  Six  cases  received  notification,  two  of  which  occurred  in  the  same  house.  The  outbreak  of 
Scarlatina  (Scarlet  Fever)  at  Rainford  was  undoubtedly  the  seat  of  origin  of  two  of  the  cases,  as  human 
intercourse  could  be  easily  elicited.  These  cases,  with  the  exception  of  two,  manifested  themselves  in  the 
sporadic  form,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  ; six  months  intervening  between  the  first  and  second  appear- 
ance of  this  infectious  disease. 

The  subjoined  list  localizes  the  aforesaid  cases  : — 

Billinge-Chapel-End  ...  2 

Billinge-Higher-End  ...  3 

Winstanley  ...  1 

Typhoid  Fever.— Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  during  last  year,  two  of  which  occurred 
in  Winstanley.  The  origin  of  the  cases  occurring  in  the  aforesaid  district  is,  no  doubt,  defective  water 
supply  and  bad  drainage.  These  sanitary  defects  have  been  brought  before  the  Council’s  notice,  and  are  at 
present  under  consideration. 

The  infected  houses  have  been  well  disinfected,  and  a suitable  water  supply  is  obtainable  pro  tern. 

Erysipelas. — Three  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  during  1896,  two  of  which  were  Idiopathic  (non- 
traumatic).  The  periods  of  notification  of  these  cases  were  widely  separated,  and  the  cases  were  of  the 
sporadic  form.  In  each  case  disinfection  was  carried  out  and  inquiries  made  as  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  air 
space,  drainage,  and  other  sanitary  essentials.  In  no  case  was  defective  sanitation  the  apparent  cause. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  one  case  of  this  infectious  disease  was  brought  under  notice  last  year.  This 
occurred  in  Billinge-Chapel-End.  The  midwife  in  attendance  was  ordered  not  to  attend  accouchments  for  a 
period  of  three  months. 

Relapsing  Fever. — One  case  of  this  infectious  disease  was  notified,  and  ended  fatally. 

Ho  origin  could  be  traced. 

Billinge  is  without  suitable  hospital  accommodation  for  infectious  disease,  and  should  an  epidemic 
manifest  itself,  great  difficulty  to  prevent  further  contagion  Avould  be  entertained.  Vicinal  council  authorities 
have  been  asked  to  receive  our  infectious  cases,  but  refuse  admittance  into  their  infectious  hospitals.  With 
this  difficulty  in  view  1 hope  the  Council  will  bring  this  matter,  viz.  : the  accommodation  for  infectious 
cases  under  their  consideration.  The  only  available  means  of  combating  with  infectious  disease  at  the 
present  time  are  the  use  of  disinfecting  agents  and  detention  from  school.  A suitable  disinfecting  apparatus 
would  greatly  facilitate  and  ensure  perfect  disinfection  ; this  deficiency,  I trust,  will  receive  your  attention 
also. 


9th  February,  1897. 


Deaths.- — The  death-rate  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  is  markedly  lower  than  in  1895.  Only 
four  deaths  resulted  from  diarrhoea  during  last  year,  while  30  occurred  in  the  previous  year.  This 
affection,  which  is  common  to  infants,  results  from  the  persistent  use  of  bottles,  and  the  use  of  too  much 
farinaceous  food.  During  the  past  year  mothers  were  strongly  warned  against  the  pernicious  effects  of 
bottles  and  starchy  food.  These  enforcements  have  no  doubt  been  the  important  factors  in  lowering  the 
death-rate  among  children. 

The  death-rate  of  persons  over  60  years  exceeded  the  death-rate  of  those  under  one  year. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  death  for  all  ages  was  pulmonary  affections,  of  which  bronchitis  was  the 
most  prevailing. 

Death  consequent  to  phthisis  occurred  only  in  two  eases. 

During  the  past  year  many  closets  and  ashpits  have  been  condemned,  and  others  erected  in  accordance 
with  sanitary  requirements.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  much  work  still  remains  to  rectify  these  sanitary 
defects. 

The  emptying  of  ashpits  by  farmers,  a mode  of  procedure  which  has  been  in  vogue  for  many  years,  is 
at  present  effected  with  much  difficulty,  many  farmers  regarding  the  work  as  expensive  and  futile.  Most 
of  the  ashpits  are  emptied  and  the  contents  conveyed  through  the  district  during  the  daytime.  This  work 
is  extremely  disagreeable,  and  liable  to  propagate  disease.  I trust  this  work  will  be  done  early  in  the 
morning. 

The  sewers  are  well  ventilated,  and  receive  thorough  periodical  flushing.  The  sewage  is  disposed  of 
by  broad  irrigation. 

Three  sewage  farms  are  situated  at  various  parts  of  the  district  for  its  reception. 

The  effluent  water  from  each  sewage  farm  bears  testimony  to  their  efficiency. 

39  Notices  have  been  served  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year,  and  in  no  case  lias  legal 
measures  been  resorted  to. 

Much  work  has  been  done  in  the  way  of  cleaning  drains,  repairing  broken  taps,  limewashing  houses 
and  shippens  without  the  serving  of  notices. 

The  footpath  at  Rainford  Road  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned,  and  the  people  warned  against  the 
throwing  of  ashes  and  excrementatious  matter  on  this  path. 

Weaver’s  Court,  Rainford  Road,  has  been  furnished  with  closets,  and  a receptacle  for  ashes,  &c. 

At  the  corner  of  Rainford  and  Main  Street  a dangerous  building  has  been  demolished. 

The  Workshops  have  been  supervised,  and  in  no  case  is  there  need  of  complaint. 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  also  been  visited.  There  are  two  of  them  without  a sufficient  water 
supply.  The  one  at  Birchley  Hall  is  under  consideration,  trusting  the  Council  will  complete  the  work  at 
an  early  date. 

There  are  three  Slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  all  being  registered  and  kept  in  a very  sanitary 
condition. 

Most  of  the  Lodging-houses  which  existed  years  ago  have  been  abandoned.  At  present  there  is  only 
one  registered  lodging-house,  and  this,  I find,  complies  with  sanitary  requirements.  Occasional  surprise 
visits  are  made,  but  up  to  the  present  time  no  complaint  can  be  alleged. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  is  stored  up  in  old  quarry  workings.  During  the  wet  season,  there  is  a 
plentiful  supply,  which  necessitates  no  mechanical  labour,  but  in  summer  time  the  water  has  to  be  pumped 
into  higher  tunnels  for  the  purpose  of  gravitation. 


9th  February,  1897. 


The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  efficiently  carried  out.  One  afternoon  in  the  week 
devotes,  in  company  with  myself,  to  the  sanitary  work  of  the  district.  This  time  is  spent  in  a house 
house  visitation. 


1896. 

1895. 

Birth  Rate  ... 

31-05 

41-25 

Death  Rate  ... 

11-05. 

20-75 

Zymotic  Rate 

•47 

•5 
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Your  obedient  servant, 


Table  of  Deaths  during  the  Year  1896,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  all  causes,  at  subjoined  ages 

Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of 

Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age. 

Names  of  Localities 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
these  Statist  cs. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 
: -1 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards.  1 

Fever. 

Relapsing 

Fever. 

Puerperal 

Diarrhoea 

and 

Dysentery. 

Phthisis. 

Bronchitis, 

Pneumonia 

and  Pleurisy 

Heart 

Disease. 

Injuries. 

All  other 

Diseases. 

Total. 

Billinge-Chapel-End  . . 

31 

9 

3 

1 

2 

4 

12 

Under  5 

4 

1 

1 

6 

12 

5 upwds.. 

1 

1 

4 

2 

2 

9 

19 

Billinge-Higher-End  ... 

14 

4 

0 

0 

2 

5 

3 

Under  5 

3 

1 

4 

5 upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

10 

Winstanley  

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

1 

Under  5 

— 

5 upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

47 

13 

3 

1 

5 

9 

16 

Under  5 

4 

4 

1 

7 

16 

5 upwds. 

1 

1 

2 

6 

4 

4 

13 

31 

Table  of  Births  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness,  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  during  the  year  1896,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for 
the  purpose  of  these  Statistics. 

Population  at  all 
Ages. 

Registered 

Births. 

Aged 
under  5 
or  over  5 

New  Cases  ■ f Sickness  in  c-ach  Locality  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Census  1891. 

Estimated  to 
middle  of 
1895. 

Scarlatin  a. 

Enteric  or 
Typhoid 
Fever. 

Relapsing 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

BILLINGE-HIGHER-END 

1983 

2010 

72 

Under 5 ... 

1 

5 upwards.. 

1 

1 

2 

BILLINGE-CHAPEL  END 

1445 

1680 

51 

Under  5 ... 

5 upwards.. 

3 

1 

1 

WINSTANLEY 

5G8 

560 

9 

Under  5 ... 

5 upwards. 

1 

2 

1 

Totals  

3996 

4250 

132 

Under  5... 

1 

1 

5 upwards. . 

5 

3 

1 j 1 

3 

